International Afar Conference in Canada

Dear Participant:

The organizing committee of International Afar Conference in Canada (Ottawa),cordially invites you to the first of its kind conference on issues impacting the Afar people in the Horn of Africa.

The purpose of this conference is to facilitate an opportunity to all actors to share their knowledge, dialogue on the issues, and find solutions to key challenges facing the Afar people in the Horn of Africa.  Through this conference we hope to take a small step toward improving lives, strengthening democracy, good governance and stability in the region.

More than ever before the Afar people are suffering a great deal of injustice and under-development socially, economically, politically, and in human rights protection, among others.  

More specifically, the Afar people in the Horn of Africa are facing extreme poverty, lack of health care, limited educational opportunities, exclusionary employment practices, and ineffective governance in their respective jurisdictions of the Horn of Africa.   

These challenges are having an overwhelming negative impact on the Afar people today and into the future.  There is an urgent need to bring these challenges to the attention of diverse actors, including individuals, governments, non-governmental organizations, academia, the private sector, and international organizations around the world.   

Your participation in this conference is immensely important, as you will play a vital role in sharing your knowledge, experience and expertise to the discussion and solutions to the issues impacting the Afar people in the Horn of Africa.  

The conference committee wishes to take this opportunity to thank you in advance and we trusts that you will make every effort to attend the International Afar Conference in Canada during the first week of August 2006.  

A more detailed agenda and itinerary will follow shortly.   

Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing you at the first International Afar Conference in Ottawa, Canada’s most magnificent capital.  Come one, come all to this one of a kind conference!!

Sincerely,

Afar cultural association in Ottawa, Canada.

